From "The Dawn of Modern Warfare," by Hans Delbruck, Berlin, 1920.

<begin>

"The first battle in which the Swiss combat methods appear in use by other than Swiss warriors is the battle of Guinegate, two and a half years after the battle of Nancy.  Here Archduke Maximilian, the son-in-law of Charles the Bold, defeated a French army.  Thus it was precisely the Burgundians, who had so sorely suffered from the Swiss superiority, who now successfully made the first attempt to practice this tactical art themselves.

"Maximilian was besieging the small border stronghold of Therouanne, and he moved out to engage and throw back a French relief army that was moving up from the south under des Cordes.  The French army was composed in the usual way of knights and marksmen.  In addition to the marksmen of the compagnies d'ordonnance who were assigned to the individual knights, there were also many francs-archers.  In these two arms Maximilian was considerably weaker, but, on the other hand, he had no fewer than 11,000 foot troops with close-combat weapons, spears and halberds, who had been led up to join him by Jean Dadizeele, bailiff of Ghent and captain general of Flanders.  Maximilian was only twenty years old, and he had himself neither the experience nor the authority here in the territories of his wife, to create the new military system.  But in his army was the count of Romont, whose possessions were situated in immediate neighboring area of Bern and Fribourg, on Neuenberg Lake.  In the service of the duke of Burgundy he had fought the battles against the Swiss.  He had become their enemy very much against his wishes and his desires; no one was better acquainted with them in peace and in war than he.  According to the sources, it was this Swiss count who now formed up  the Flemish foot troops in Swiss manner.  We may assume that it was also he who advised his present commander to provide himself with the masses of such foot troops, and nowhere in the world could he find better material for this new formation than precisely in the Burgundian Low Countries.  Indeed, a combat method quite similar to that of the Swiss had already been seen once in this area, when the rebellious Flemish cities  defeated the French knights in the battle of Courtrai in 1302.  In 1382 at Rosebeke this method of warfare had failed, because in the Flemish plain, against the knights, it lacked the terrain strong points that the Swiss had in their mountains.  Nevertheless, a large warrior group and a strong warlike spirit had been maintained in these lowlands.  Even the armies of Charles the Bold were composed in large part of Netherlanders, and the Swiss example now provided the form in which this warlike spirit could once again be made effective.

"All together, theBurgundian army was probably stronger by a few thousand men than the French army, even if we include the latter force the garrison of Therouanne, 4,000 men, who threatened the rear of the Burgundians during the battle.

"Both armies had their horsemen on the flanks and their foot troops in the center -- on the one side marksmen and on the other principally pikemen.  The Burgundian pikemen were divided in two large, deep squares, one of which was commanded by Count Engelbert of Nassau, who had fought at Nancy under Charles the Bold, while the other square was commanded by the count of Romont.  Maximilian himself, instead of fighting with the knights in keeping with traditional knightly custom, joined these squares on foot with spear in hand, accompanied by a number of nobles.  In his memoirs Maximilian tells us that, after he had come to the Low Countries as a young prince, he had had long spears fabricated and had carried out drills with these weapons.  And so it might be said that the foot troops were trained systematically with long spears, accompanying nobles, and drills.  The addition of nobles, who naturally stood in the first rank, as an effort to strengthen the square of foot troops, is a procedure that we have already observed quite often in the late Middle Ages.  The significant difference, however, is that they now took up the long spear, the arm of the foot troops, and did not simply fight in front of these troops but joined with them in a unified tactical body.  'There stood,' the 'most excellent chronicle' reports to us, 'the count of Romont on the right in the formation, and over there stood the duke (Maximilian) among the common soldiers on foot and among the pikes.'

"On his right flank des Cordes succeeded in throwing back the Burgundian knights accompanying the infantry square and also in capturing the Burgundian cannon drawn up on that flank. Although the Burgundian marksmen were quite numerous, they are not mentioned at all in the battle account.  They had no doubt immediately given way in the face of the French superior forces and had either fled or pushed into the squares of pikemen.

"The victory of the knights gave des Cordes the possibility of attacking from the flank the left square of Burgundian pikemen, the unit commanded by Nassau.  This attack brought the Burgundians to a standstill.  They received heavy fire, both from the front and flank, from the French marksmen, who were also supported by the captured Burgundian cannon.  The Burgundians were thus sorely pressed, even though most of the victorious French knights, instead of participating in this fight, rode off in pursuit of the fleeing Burgundian knights and thus left the battlefield.  

"If the action on the other flank had been similar, the Burgundians could not have avoided defeat.  But there the larger part of the knights held fast against the French and did not allow them to move into the flank of the pikemen.  Consequently, Romont's unit continued to move forward, drove the French marksmen to flight, thus relieving the other unit, and decided the outcome of the battle."

<end>

Delbruck goes on to say that while the infantry squares were the decisive units in the victory for Maximilian, neither could they have prevailed without the support of the cavalry that anchored the right flank and allowed the right square to advance largely unmolested by the French cavalry.  After the battle, Maximilian disbanded his army, likely because the Netherlanders feared that their Prince would become too powerful and impose further upon them, or perhaps because he could no longer afford to pay his troops.  As a result, he was unable to complete the siege of Therouanne and the campaign was a wash, politically speaking.  Though not landsknechts themselves, these first non-Swiss, German-pikemen were definitely their immediate precursors.

